Tuesday, March 25, 2003
Numbers 11:1 - 12:16

Watching the Israelites one is tempted to use a phrase for them similar to that which we often use for the weather—“If you think the Israelites finally have it right, just wait a minute.”   

The “rabble” were non-Hebrews that joined the exodus from Egypt, but it seems that the Israelites were more than happy to add their own complaints. “We never see anything but this…whatever it is!” would be a good translation of their words. Even Moses returned to his old complaint of “Why me!?” from the encounter at the burning bush. He was a frustrated leader.

When Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, had joined the camp some time before, he had advised Moses to delegate responsibility and stop trying to do it all alone. Now the time that God had chosen for this event had come.  Seventy elders of the nation were appointed by God to assist Moses in leadership. The seventy were not as capable as Moses nor did they have the same relationship with God, but they were good men and able to lessen the load for the great leader.  In our own jobs, and in our churches, we often just don’t get around to letting other people take part in the process and we find ourselves like Moses—stressed out! 

Several commentators say that we shouldn’t visualize stacks of quail laying for miles around the camp.  The picture is more likely one of a wind caused by God that forced the quail to hover and fly only about three feet off the ground. The people could easily take as many as they wanted, about six bushels per family. It appears that God punished the people by means of  their own greed.

Even Moses’ own brother and sister turned against him. It sounds like a classic case of jealousy.  Moses was a man of true humility.  He saw what he did as being an obedient servant his Lord’s will.  Miriam and Aaron appear to have seen what Moses did as a way to have power.  We have already seen Aaron’s character fail when he built the golden calf for the people to worship.  Now we see that Miriam as well just didn’t have the godly attitude of Moses.
